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the length and breadth of India the spirit of non-violence in order
that we can work out our salvation during the year, there is no
other weapon but the spinning-wheel which can purify us. It is
not the mills of Bombay nor the mills of Ahmedabad which should
clothe you, but you should have ability and you should have self-
respect enough to insist upon clothing yourselves by your own
sacred hands. But I hope no one in this audience will use my
remarks as a cover for his weakness and for his continuing in the
foreign dress in which I see the audience. On the contrary, if you
feel as I do that we are in honour bound to fulfil our sacred
resolution come to during last December, you will see to it that
you go about the streets of Madras with only a langoti1 on you
until you have clothed yourselves by the sweat of your brow. The
Ali Brothers want no hartal from you. They want no demons-
trations by means of mass meetings from you. But they want from
you an expression of your fixed determination of valour, of courage,
of fearlessness, of truthfulness and of non-violence. They certainly
expect the school boys who have flocked to their audience to
respond, if they have any shred of feeling and regard for them,
to cease to go to the schools of the Government whose system
they are resolved upon destroying. They expect weak title-holders,
weak councillors, weak lawyers who believe in the message of non-
co-operation and yet have not the courage to give up what they
have. They expect all these classes now to respond and respond
in a brave manner.

But whether these select classes recognize their duty or not or
whether, recognizing their duty, they can rise to the occasion or
not, there is no reason for anyone of us here to reject the message
of swadeshi. We want swaraj not merely for classes but we want
it for masses including the untouchables and the weakest men and
women in the land. Ours, thank God, is an army in which men,
women and children, the leper and the diseased, all have the same
honourable place side by side with the privileged. For, do we not
claim and do we not say from a thousand platforms that the
present Government is a kingdom of Satan and do we not claim
that we seek to substitute the kingdom of Satan by the kingdom
of God? And has not the lowest of us an equal place with the
highest in the kingdom of God? I have so often said on this sacred
Beach, in the presence of the rolling waves and in the name of God,
that I have an abiding belief in the religious instincts of the Tami-
lian and the Tdugu people with whom I have had the privilege

1 Loin-cloth